The County Sligo Golf Club
Breaking Points February 2021

County Sligo Golf Club message from Captain
Caroline Bradshaw
Members and Friends,

I hope you are all keeping well in these strange times. While it is disappointing that we are unable to play golf so far this
year, it is critical that we all adhere to the COVID 19 restrictions and that we keep everyone safe.
The various committees continue to work behind the scenes, organising interclub competitions, liaising with Golf
Ireland and planning for our return to golf. Mark Miller and his team continue with the maintenance and improvements
to the course with work progressing on the final phase of the revitalisation programme and also the improvements to
the Bomore car park.
Covid -19 restrictions have forced the re-scheduling of the West of Ireland Championship. It is hoped the “West” will be
played 4th 5th September.

The Management Committee have confirmed that the Club’s AGM will take place on 14th March and details will be
circulated to members through BRS
I would like to encourage members to consider volunteering for the various committee vacancies at the club and the
regional positions advertised through Golf Ireland. There are many opportunities to volunteer for local and regional
roles and they are open for all…Come on everyone !!! …its good to be involved new friends new learning!!!
Caroline

COUNTY SLIGO GOLF CLUB
Captain John Feeney

Captain John Feeney

ROCK ARMOUR REVETMENT WORKS at the Second Beach Rosses
Point
CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS
January 2021
A blast was arranged at the quarry on Tuesday 19th January 2021.
Works recommenced to the revetment on the Second Beach w/c 25
January 2021. Sligo Plant Hire made significant progress completing
approximately 35m of revetment in one week.
This improved rate of progress may be explained by good weather
and favourable tide conditions, low traffic volumes on roads due to
Covid-19 Lockdown restrictions and additional machinery hired by
the Contractor to progress this contract. Unfortunately, works have
temporarily paused as suitable rock armour material has been
exhausted at the quarry.
Summary:
There is approximately 34m remaining at the northern end up to the
existing revetment at the 16th green. There is approximately 30m
remaining at the southern end. This will eventually tie in with
proposed revetment works by Sligo Co Co at the public access ramp.
There is approximately 3 to 4 weeks work remaining when works
resume subject to rock availability.
It is envisaged that works on this contract will be completed by Friday
12 March 2021. Work recommenced on Monday 15th February.

Golf Ireland announce participation initiatives

Golf Ireland seeks to encourage
greater accessibility for golfers with
disabilities, open the sport to
become inclusive and embrace new
players and families
CHECK OUT GOLF IRELAND WEBSITE FOR
MORE DETAILS AND IF WE GET A FEW
VOLUNTEERS MAYBE WE COULD RUN THIS
PROGRAM AND APPLY FOR THE GRANT

Studies have shown golf to increase longevity and enhance quality of
life in numerous ways. It has proven to be a suitable activity for cardiac
and stroke rehabilitation patients, preventing and treating Type 2
Diabetes, reducing the risk of cognitive decline and participation in the
sport has also shown to improve self-esteem, personal confidence and
reduce anxiety.
Golf, therefore, has remarkable potential to enhance the physical and
mental wellbeing of a vast cohort of age groups and abilities Due to
the sport demonstrating itself as creating a low-risk environment
during the COVID-19 Pandemic, Golf Ireland are keen that clubs take
the opportunity to recruit to the widest possible audience in 2021 and
wish to provide support through the following participation initiatives:

GET INTO GOLF FOR WOMEN
MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
GOLF4ALL
GOLF IRELAND JUNIOR FRAMEWORK

Have you some time
to run the GOLF4ALL
program to recruit
and retain golfers
with disabilities
Please Contact David
in the club

History of some of our cups
at County Sligo golf club a
big thank you to Junior
Captain Ella Rose Feeney
and Mary Horkan

Links Update Feb 2021.
By Terry Brady
This lockdown is proving a challenge to us all but perhaps one
positive is that it has afforded the green-keeping staff an
opportunity to advance a number of projects around both courses.
The largest of these projects is the changes to the 15th fairway as
approved by members. This involves raising of a section of the
fairway to improve drainage, the removal of the low mound on the
left hand side and the building of new mounds and a second
bunker on the left.
Re-turfing the raised fairway.
View from left of the fairway of the
new mound.

View from the fairway with the re-turfed fairway in the
foreground

The turf was stripped from a large section of fairway, the topsoil
and the low mound removed Sufficient sand was then ferried in
using dumpers to raise the ground level and build a larger mound
running towards the fairway. The raised fairway was shaped, an
underground drain installed, and the topsoil replaced. The new
mound was surfaced with rough screed and the fairway turf relaid.
The final phase of this work has now started with two further
mounds and a new bunker on the left side being built. The first
mound will run towards the existing fairway bunker, the second
will run to the new bunker at about 100m mark and will be visible
from the tee.

Material for additional mounding onsite. This will complete the revitalisation works
on the 15th hole all of which has been overseen by the clubs architect Pat Ruddy
together with Aiden Anderson and his committee.
Other work.
The planned bunker re-building programme is almost complete with the two
greenside bunkers on the 11th dug out for revetting. If time permits two bunkers on
the 3rd and 10th will also be rebuilt. These bunkers were damaged during the lockdown
by people climbing up the face of the bunkers.
Two bridges have been replaced, on the 14th teeside burn and on the right of the 2nd
fairway in Bomore. The damaged wooden bridges have been replaced by piping the
burn and topping off with turf to provide a grass finish
All steps at the 7th burn have been replaced using concrete blocks to provide a more
stable lasting step. These will be covered with astroturf.
It is planned to enlarge the carpark in Bomore by digging out the area where rubble,
gravel and rolls of astroturf are stored. The area will be lowered to the current carpark
level and surfaced with stone.
The deep rough management programme is to reduce the thick undergrowth and
allow the wild thinner grasses to flourish. Cutting in summer time only serves to
thicken the undergrowth. Extensive areas have been cut back and thinned with a
spring tyne harrow to remove the thick dormant undergrowth. This waste was then
collected leaving the areas prepared for the growing season.
The higher 1st tee in Bomore has been enlarged and will be re surfaced shortly. This
will provide an improved visual of the hole and the larger tee will allow the spread of
wear and tear.
Regular work continues with greens verti-drained to improve air and water
movement, over-seeding in the coming weeks will have them in the best condition
possible for when play resumes. The 3rd green continues to knit well and I expect it to
be in play in the early part of the season depending on the weather.
Looking forward to getting the clubs out!
Terry BradyLinks chairman.

Looking for
volunteers
Please see below vacancies on regional committees
Championships
Rules

WHS Handicapping
Course Rating
Junior Development

Club Members may
apply directly to Golf
Ireland and do not
require a Nomination
by their Club.
Contact ASAP

World Handicap System
As we look forward hopefully to getting back to playing golf soon, I just
want to give a few reminders about the new Handicap system. Firstly,
everybody needs to
be able to check their Handicap Index because it can change after every
competition that you play regardless of your score.
Most people have done this but for those who haven’t you will need to
go to golfireland.ie and sign up with your Golf number and password.
You will also need your Pin which you will find on the back of your
membership card. Please contact the club if you cannot find your Pin.
After that you can log in and check your Handicap Index at any time. For
friendly games and Society games you should use your Course Handicap.
This is shown in the table attached for White tees and also on the Notice
Board. If you play a singles match it work’s the same as before.
If one Course Handicap is 18 and the other is 10 the higher handicapper
has 8 shots. If you play a fourball it is a bit different. If the 4 Course
Handicaps are 4,12,19 and 25. You get 90% of each one
first and round to the nearest number. This gives 4,11,17 and 23. Now
subtract the low number from each one. This gives 0,7, 13 and 19. These
are the shots that
the 4 players have. It is important to get 90% first before you subtract.

When we get to playing competitions, the computer will give you your
Playing Handicap for the day. If it is Fourball stableford or stroke there
will be a sheet on the Notice Board. Hopefully it won’t be too long
before we get back out.
Denis O’Sullivan
Handicap Sec.

What Affects My Handicap?
The World Handicap System (“WHS”) is now in operation for nearly 3 months, even
though, we only got to “experience” it for the month of December! Hopefully, all players
have now accessed their Handicap Index, which Denis reminded us in his report.
Handicaps are designed to reflect your playing ability and the purpose of the WHS is to
allow players compete on any course on a fair basis. Therefore, your Handicap Index must
be converted to a Course Handicap depending on the course that you play. Don’t panicthe conversion tables for CSGC Ladies are posted on the notice board and will also be on
the competition cards!.
Accessing your Handicap Index is essential. Some of you may already be aware but just as
a recap-the index is calculated for us by taking the best 8 score differentials from our last
20 scores. As we play more rounds and return cards for handicap purposes these last 20
scores change and our Handicap Index may also change but not necessarily. This can be
best illustrated in the example of Jayne below (not her real name!) whose current
Handicap Index is 15.6 calculated from her last 20 scores as follows:
After lockdown, Jayne returns a card with a score differential of 19. Now her best 8 scores
from the last 20 scores will exclude Score 20 (9.1) and include Score 4 (18.3) and her
handicap index will change to 16.7. Hope this makes sense! It is worth noting that if Score
20 was not one of Jayne’s best 8 scores- her Handicap Index may not change.
Under the WHS the level of handicap changes is monitored and terms such as “soft cap”
and “hard cap” have been introduced. These can be explained in later editions.
Remember check your Handicap Index. For your handicap Index to be accurate, don’t
forget to return your cards both from competition and confirmed noncompetition rounds.
Looking forward to it already!
Sinead McHugh
Ladies Handicap Secretary.

20th February 2021
Management Council Update

EGM Result:
The Motion 4.8/4.9 on charging the
subscription date was been carried.

AGM Date 14th March
2021 7pm. Further
information to follow.

Regards
Valerie Booker
Club Secretary.

MASHIES AND BRASSIES AND NIBLICKS
By Padraig Keane
The founders of County Sligo Golf Club had to overcome many challenges in getting the club up and running in 1894. Procuring clubs to play the
game was one of the more difficult problems which had to be addressed. James Campbell had played extensively while at Cambridge University
and George Combe, designer of the course, was a member in County Down Golf Club, both of whom could advise on the acquisition of the
necessary equipment. In those days clubs were not mass produced, but they were made individually by club professionals. Indeed, some had
so many orders that they ceased giving golf lessons and became full-time club-makers. Golf in Ireland was in its infancy while Scotland had
been playing the game for hundreds of years and were world leaders in club making. It thus became the source of the clubs for our pioneering
golfers. Buying a set of golf clubs was not straightforward. The numbering system we know today was not introduced for many years, so each
club was given a name.
A set of clubs might well include a Cleek, Mashie, Brassie, Spoon, Baffie, Rutter, Niblick, Lofter and Jigger. These names seem unusual today.
Some are self-explanatory, while the origins of others lost in the mists of time. The wooden clubs the Brassie, Spoon and Baffie, were favored
by golfers because the wooden face did not damage the golf ball which was made from a type of rubber at the time.

The BRASSIE named for the brass plate fixed to the soul for protection correspond today&#39;s three wood.
The SPOON got its name from the earlier models that had a concave face, which reminded people of a spoon. It was equivalent to a present
day five wood
The BAFFIE was a popular fairway club with a loft similar to our present day seven wood.

The heads of these clubs were made from persimmon wood and the shafts from hickory and many survived up to the 1950s. With the
introduction of steel shafts in the 1920s these persimmon woods took on a new lease of life and a number are still around today. Irons have
been part of the golfers Armory from earliest times. They were better at controlling the flight of the ball and were indispensable for getting out
of difficult lies. They had a reputationfor damaging the surface of the golf ball however, usually a deep cut to the surface.
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The golf balls at the time were made from a type of rubber got from the gutta percha tree and were known as gutties.
Damaged gutties were repaired by using a heated poker gingerly applied to the cut and the sides pressed together. The balls
were expensive and scarce and notlightly cast aside.
Typical irons of the day were: CLEEK : a straight face club mostly used for driving but also as a putter.
MASHIE : the most versatile of all the irons it had the loft of today&#39;s five iron. It was such a
popular club that many variants were introduced over the years: the MID MASHIE as a three iron
a MASHIE IRON as a four iron
SPADE MASHIE as a six iron
MASHIE NIBLICK as a seven iron.
LOFTER : this served as an 8 iron for longer chip shots.
NIBLICK : was used for short pitches and getting out of bunkers.
JIGGER : for running the ball onto the green. It was reintroduced a number of years ago and is still used by some golfers.
RUTTER : a specialized club for getting out of cart tracks or any other deep depression.
Only the most ambitious golfers use the full range of irons the vast majority used two or three along with a similar number of
Woods. The earliest irons were made by the village blacksmith and more often than not were crudely finished. A few years
before County Sligo Golf Club was established a foundry in England noticed a niche in the market and started forging good
quality irons. They were well made and produced in a number of lofted heads. It revolutionized the golf market for irons. They
were mass produced and much cheaper to buy than the handmade clubs.The invention of steel shafts further reduced the cost
so clubs were now more affordable.Competitive golfers added more and more clubs including a few left handers to deal with
difficult lies, often carrying up to twenty clubs. By the end of the 1920s this had increased to thirty clubs
for competitors in the British and US amateur championships.
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Competitive golfers added more and more clubs including a few left handers to deal with difficult lies, often carrying
up to twenty clubs. By the end of the 1920s this had increased to thirty clubs
for competitors in the British and US amateur championships
The all time record was reached in 1935 when a competitor in the US amateur championships
played with thirty-five clubs. His caddie needed two bags to carry the load of seventeen right
handed clubs, seventeen left handed clubs and one putter.
The authorities reacted and limited the number of clubs to fourten, prompted by the standard
sets of clubs being sold at the time for ordinary golfers. It consisted of nine irons, four woods
and one putter. The fourteen club rule was adopted in 1936 and came into effect in 1938.

Thought for Covid lockdown: You don’t give up golf because you get old,
you get old because you give up golf.

Check out free classes and information and links on the website
www.sligosportandrecreation.ie/stay-home-stay-active/agingwell-with-exercise
Age and Opportunity
Active is a national
programme
designed to get
older adults more
active. To participate
in their weekly
‘movement minutes’
videos tune
in HERE

Big Tree Yoga Sligo offers
Yoga sessions that cater
for all ages and abilities.
Join Anita for one of her
easy to follow, enjoyable
and relaxing chair based
Yoga sessions HERE

Active Sitting
If you would like to try some simple exercises from a
seated position, then why not try these out:The chair
based exercises in this HSE booklet are low intensity
and a great start to regular activity for anyone with
limited mobility. Click HERE to view the booklet
•Eduardo Santos has been leading high quality, fun
movement and skills sessions targeting older people
for SSRP for a number of years. Why not check in
with Eduardo on one of his simple Youtube
movement videos at any of the following:
Video 1
Video 2
Video 3

Primary Care Physiotherapy Services in Sligo in partnership with
SSRP and Sligo County Council bring you 8 exercises that will
improve your body movement and keep you strong and steady
on your feet. To give them a go just click HERE . You can also
listen to the Ocean FM Podcast of the exercises or view them
on a youtube video by visiting HERE

