County Sligo Golf Club Breaking Points 06/03/2020

Has Spring Sprung!

A Note from the Captain

Spring begins with the Vernal Equinox, Friday 20th March 2020 at 3.49 a.m. GMT. This is the moment in the Northern
Hemisphere when the sun crosses the equator and the days and nights are equal in hours. However, the Meteorological
Spring starts on March 1st which coincides with the first week of the resumed 18 -hole competition.
During March the Hanley Cup Qualifier- 14th March - the Jackson Cup Qualifier- 22nd March –will be played and the last
qualifying round of the Wehrly Bros. Winter League will take place on Sunday 8th March with many group places to be
decided on the day. Remember, in the event of a tie, best score on the day applies. The final is on Sunday 29th March
with dinner and presentation at 7.30 p.m. Best of luck to all!
With the start of a new golfing season- a reminder of the dates for the Golfer of the Year competitions. A golfing goal for
2020!
Teams provide an opportunity to sharpen your game and meet with fellow players and I encourage members to
participate in team practices. Keep an eye on the Club’s notice board and Breaking Points over the coming weeks.
Many thanks to the Team Captains for 2020.

We look forward to hosting the 40 players from Tramore GC on Saturday 4th April in a friendly game- 2 Tramore v 2 Rosses
Point.
Sadly, our Past Captain, Past President and long serving member, Ray Mullen passed away recently and I extend my
condolences to Liz, Ian and Raymond. May he rest in peace.
John Mc Hugh,
Captain CSGC

Past Captain and Past President, Ray Mullen
It is with sadness that we learned of the passing of Ray
Mullen on 25th February 2020.

A native of Kilkenny, Ray had a long and distinguished
career with Bank of Ireland, moving to Sligo with his wife Liz
and family in 1969.
Ray was a member of County Sligo Golf Club for over 50
years during which time he was the Secretary/ Manager
of the Club ; Men’s Captain and Club President. Ray had
a great commitment and regard for the Club and
continued his membership up until his passing in February.
During his Captain’s year in 1979, the Club won the provincial finals of the Barton Shield; the Junior
Cup; the Jimmy Bruen and the Connacht Shield. Ray was an avid golfer and won the Captain’s Prize in
2000. His contribution to the Club over the many years is very much appreciated by Management,
members and friends and he will be sadly missed.
The Mullen family are great friends of the Club, his wife Liz was Lady Captain and Lady President and
his sons Raymond and Ian are members of the club. Sympathies to Liz, Ian and Raymond during this
difficult time.
Ar dheis De go raibh a anam.

A Note from the Handicap Secretary
The Men’s Handicap Committee would like to inform all players that the new World Handicap
System will be coming in on 2nd Nov.2020.
On this date they will look back at the last 20 competitions that you have played. They will then
take the best 8 of these and judge your Handicap on them.
The initial changes are expected to be small for most people. If you don’t play 20 competitions
this year then they will look at the competitions that you played in 2019 and 2018. If, however, you
still don’t have 20 competitions played then they will judge you on the ones that you have
played.

For example, if you have only 12 played they will look at the best 4. But it would give a more
accurate reflection of your Handicap if you had 20 competitions played in this time period.
There will be a full information evening on the new World Handicap System in the second quarter
of 2020.
Enjoy the year!
Denis O’Sullivan

Visit of Tramore
Saturday 4th April is the date of the return visit by Tramore Golf Club.
To host our visiting team, two County Sligo players will play with two Tramore players in the singles stableford
competition on the day. The Top ten scores count from each team.

Booking as usual on BRS.
Buffet and entertainment in the Clubhouse at 7.30 p.m.
Look forward to seeing you there.

County Sligo
Golf Club
Male Voice
Choir
Celebrating 26

The Story so far...

County Sligo Golf Club Male Voice Choir
The Choir was founded in late 1993, the
brainchild of Sheila Crowley and Don Gillen. We
gave our first performance on New Year’s Day
in 1994. Our Musical Director from 1993 to 2013
was Mrs. Sheila Crowley and the baton is now in
the capable hands of her daughter, Niamh, a
world class musical director.
We have taken part in International Choral
Festivals all over Europe and we secured not
alone 1st Prize in The Male Voice Category, but
“Best Choir of The Festival” at The North Wales
Choral Festival in Llandudno in 2008. We have
competed at Choral Festivals in Barcelona,
Beaconsfield, Derry, Cork, Bangor, Coleraine
and Sligo, winning many 1st prizes along the
way. We also stage Annual Spring and
Christmas Concerts, the proceeds of which we
donate to local charities and the total raised to
date is in excess of €150,000.

We have appeared on R. T. E.’s “Nationwide”, “Morning Worship” (on 2
occasions), “An Cor” and “Open House”, and concert venues include
The National Concert Hall in Dublin, The Waterfront Hall in Belfast and
Cork City Hall. Our repertoire includes everything from Bach to The
Beatles - you can check us out on www.co.sligogolfclubmalevoicechoir
The Choir celebrated its 25th ANNIVERSARY in 2019 which coincided
with the 125th Anniversary of Co. Sligo Golf Club itself. Our second C. D.
“FAIRWAY VOICES” will be released this year.
THE NEXT 25 YEARS
Our plans for 2020 include the following –
April 4th:
A visit from Tramore Golf Club to Rosses Point.
st
May 1 :
Concert in C. S. G. C. for Sligo Cancer Support Centre.
May 23rd:
We welcome The Accountants Centenary Golf Society to
Rosses Point.
May 28th:
Annual Concert with Sligo Academy of Music Sinfonietta
in The Hawks Well Theatre.
May 29th:
Visit of The Newport Male Voice Choir from Wales.

MEMBERSHIP - If you can sing in tune and hold a note, please consider joining the choir. If you can play an instrument, all the better. The
choir members include five guitarists, a flautist, a trumpet player and a pianist! The emphasis is on having a bit of fun and not taking the
singing too seriously. Rehearsals are on Thursday nights in the Clubhouse from 8 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. We would be delighted to hear from any
potential new applicants.

Links Update
The playing season is upon us again and everyone is looking forward to playing 18-holes. The full course is now open and we are back
to playing the ball “as it lies”. Put your mat away and grab a divot bag. Hopefully the recent high water levels will continue to drop
and we will begin to see some run on the ball.
As in recent years our green-keeping staff have completed a full programme of winter projects in order to maintain and upgrade the
standard of both courses
The new 15th green is open for play, a remarkable achievement given the
remodelling work and irrigation installation was only completed in
December. Additional sod for the new green was harvested from our own
nursery. There are now three greenside bunkers and the green is framed
with additional mounding on the left hand side.
Also on the 15th the new right fairway bunker is complete and will provide
a challenge for those tempted to take the short route from the tee.
View from the back of the 15th Green

There is a new feature path along the 16th tee in order to
remove damaging traffic from the teeing area. The tee is now
accessed by steps and players must use the path instead of
walking the full length of the tee.

Path at the 16th Tee

Links Update
Greenside bunkers on holes 1, 2, 8, 9 & 12 have been rebuilt with our
standard revetted faces. The front bunker on hole 9 has been rebuilt as an
eco-bunker in order to reduce wear as this is a high impact bunker. New
drainage has been installed in the bunker on 12 and the bunker deepened
slightly.
Some fairway bunkers have been remodelled on holes 8 and 12.
A small area on the right hand side of the 8th fairway has been
lowered in order to improve the visibility of the front greenside
bunker.
The 7th and 9th medal tees have been levelled and resurfaced.
Various other areas around the course have been re-turfed.

12th Greenside Bunker

New steps has been built to access the left side of the burn on the 7th hole.
In Bomore a number of tees have been levelled and resurfaced and a number of paths resurfaced. All drains have been cleaned.
In the driving range all mats have been replaced and the new mats deemed to be the best available on the market. A number of
other improvements to the practice facilities are planned over the coming years.
With the current soft conditions unrepaired Pitch-marks is the greatest challenge to maintaining the quality of the putting surfaces.
Once repaired promptly a pitch-mark is unnoticeable however if left unrepaired the damaged area can take months to recover.
Please help maintain our greens by repairing as many pitch-marks as you can.
Wishing everyone an enjoyable years golf in 2020.
Links Committee

Golfer of the Year 2020
Sponsored by Institute of Technology Sligo (“Sligo I.T”)
Sligo I.T. sponsored Golfer of the Year 2020 is played over 16 singles competitions. Points are awarded to the top 10 players in the 13 singles competitions
and in the 3 matchplays, 2 points for qualifying and 2 points for each win thereafter.
The 2019 Golfer of the Year, Thomas Finnegan, scored 72 points, 30 points clear of second.
The Golfer of the Year Competition Dates for your diary:
Date

Competition

Format

Sponsor

14/03/2020

Hanley Cup Qualifier

Stroke / matchplay

Brooks Group

22/03/2020

Jackson Cup Qualifier

Stroke / matchplay

DNG Flanagan Ford

05/04/2020

Visitors Cup

Stableford

Yeats County Hotel

18/04/2020

Campbell Cup Qualifier

Stroke / matchplay

Burke & Associates

26/04/2020

Henderson Cup

Stableford

Wines Direct

10/05/2020

Champion Cup

Stableford

Sligo Champion

17/05/2020

Hermitage Cup

Stableford

Driftwood Restaurant

30/05/2020

Robinson Cup

Stableford

Rugantino

07/06/2020

Harry Colt Cup

Stroke

Porter Ford

20/06/2020

Connaught Bar Cup

Stroke

Hegarty & Armstrong

11/07/2020

Captain's Prize

Stroke

19/07/2020

Downes Cup

Stableford

25/07/2020

President's Prize

Stableford

02/08/2020

Cecil Ewing Cup

Stroke

Compupac IT Solutions

22/08/2020

Centenary Cup

Stableford

Sligo Park Hotel

13/09/2020

Competitions Committee

Stableford

Clever Office

Many thanks to Sligo I.T. for their continued support to the Club.

Clifford Electrical

Men’s Competition Schedule
Day

Date

Competition

Format

Saturday

14th March 2020

Hanley Cup Qualifier

Stroke

Sunday

15th March 2020

Singles

Stableford

Tuesday

17th March 2020

Singles Open

Stableford

Saturday

21st March 2020

Singles

Stableford

Sunday

22nd March 2020

Jackson Cup Qualifier

Stroke

Saturday

28th March 2020

Easter Hamper

Stableford

Sunday

29th March 2020

Winter League Final

Saturday

4th April 2020

Tramore Visit

Stableford

Sunday

5th April 2020

Visitors Cup

Stableford

Saturday

11th April 2020

West of Ireland

Sunday

12th April 2020

West of Ireland

Sponsor
GOY

Brooks Group
American Golf
Fiddlers Creek

GOY

DNG Flanagan Ford
Jones Oil
Wehrly Bros.

GOY

Yeats Country Hotel

Men's Team Captain's 2020
Are you eligible for the following Teams in 2020?
Senior Team

Captain

Handicap

Format

Team Co-Ordinator

Niall Stafford

Senior Cup

Kevin Flanagan

Singles

Barton Shield

Robbie Fitzpatrick

Foursomes

Junior Cup

Gary Reynolds

not less than 4

Singles

Jimmy Bruen

Simon Rooney

not less than 5

Foursomes

Pierce Purcell
(over 18’s)

Aidan Doyle

not less than 11

Foursomes

All Ireland 4 Ball
(over 30’s)

Sean Moylan

not less than 15

Fourball

Jack O’Sullivan
(over 18’s)

Gerry Mc Manus

not more than 20

Fourball

Connacht Shield

Donal Cronin

not more than 20

Foursomes

Fred Perry
(over 55’s)

Niall Stafford

not to exceed 28

Fourball

Irish Mixed Foursomes

Joe Keyes

Note: The handicap is based on your lowest handicap in 2019.

Foursomes
Must have returned 4 cards in qualifying competitions in 2019.

Practice dates will be posted on the Club’s Notice Board.

Junior Golf Teams
Junior Teams
Irish Junior Foursomes
Fred Daly Trophy

Captain
Ivan McLoughlin
Ivan McLoughlin

U18 Interclub (Kenny Cup) Declan O’Brien
U16 Inter-Club
John Clifford

Format
Foursomes
Singles
Singles
Singles

Men’s Get into Golf

The Mens’s Get into Golf Programme returns this
year, starting the 29th April

Please share with any friends or colleagues you
may know who are interested in taking up our
sport.

Men’s Competition Results
Saturday 22nd February 2020 - 12 Holes Singles Stableford
Position

Person

Score

1st

Gerard Sproule (5)

21 Pts

Comments

No Of Entries: 17; CSS: N/A
Twos (€14.00): No Winner. Carry Over

Saturday 29th February 2020 - 14 Holes Singles Stableford
Position

Person

Score

Sweep

Fergal Burke

17 Pts

Comments

No Of Entries: 9; CSS: N/A
Twos (€21.00): No Winner. Double Carry Over

Competition results are available weekly on the club website @ https://www.countysligogolfclub.ie/category/results/

Wehrly Bros. Winter League Results
Round 6 and 7 of the Wehlry Bros. Winter League was played on the Championship course
for all groups. As a result, there were two winners for each day. Those who were due to play
on the Bomore Course and those originally scheduled to play on the Championship course.

Round 6 - Sunday 23rd February 2020 – 9 Holes V Par Winners
John Nugent & Liam Gannon (3up)
Dave Dent & Alan Gaynor (3up)
Round 7 - Sunday 1st March 2020 – 9 Holes V Par Winners
Fergus Flynn & Anthony Gray (5up)
Joe Keyes & Emmannuel McCormack (2up)

Wehrly Bros. Winter League Table
Results after Six Rounds of play

Wehrly Bros. Winter League Table
Results after Six Rounds of play

Ladies Competition Results

Date for your Diary
2nd September – Ladies
Club day away and play
Lady Captain Edel’s day
away will be in Westport.
Further details closer to
the date.

Ladies
Presentation
25th February

Upcoming event – Taste of Italy
Ladies Team of 3
12 Holes Single Stableford
2 Scores to count on all holes
Italian themed dinner and fashion show at 7:30pm in the
Clubhouse.
Booking via the office.

Special thanks to our sponsors The
Italian Wardrobe

New fixture cards now
available in the Ladies
locker room.
There are also new score
cards with the new
indices. These new
indices will apply from
the commencement of
qualifying competitions.

DIARY DATE
• Members Invitational Day -Team of four
5th May 2020
• Team competition and evening
entertainment.
• Tee times are filling up fast.
• DON’T MISS OUT, booking through the
office

1.

Golf Rules Quiz

A player strikes his or her ball from a bunker onto the next teeing area. Another
player, who is making a practice swing, accidentally strikes the moving ball. The
ball comes to rest in a yellow penalty area. What is the ruling?
A.
B.
C.

2.

The ball must be placed on the spot where it was struck on the tee.
The player must replay the stroke from the bunker.
The player must play the ball as it lies in the yellow penalty area or take relief under
the penalty area relief Rule (17.1d).

In stroke play, a player lifts his or her ball to take relief from temporary water in
the general area. The player tosses the ball to his or her caddie for cleaning. The
caddie is distracted and the ball comes to rest in a deep-water yellow penalty
area, where it cannot be retrieved. The player puts another ball into play by
dropping it under the abnormal course condition relief Rule (16.1b) and plays
out the hole. What is the ruling?
A.
B.

C.

There is no penalty.
The player must correct his or her error by taking relief under the penalty area relief
Rule (17.1d).
The player gets the general penalty for incorrect substitution.

1-C The player must play the ball as it lies in the yellow penalty area or take relief under the penalty area relief Rule (17.1d).

11.1b - If a player’s ball in motion accidentally hits any person or outside influence, the ball must be played as it lies, except in two situations (see more)
2-A There is no penalty (Rule 16.1b; Rule 6.3b(1))

